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likely thought that he was acting as an agent of the Divinity. With his reign began a development of Israel which might have made it a great and prosperous nation of the ordinary kind; but, as Renan well remarks, although the happiness of a people is secured by its having no history, the glory of a people is often made by those who ruin it or by those whom it ruins. If ever that was true of a people, it was true of Israel.
Solomon, however, could not, as may be supposed, look a thousand years ahead. He did what any sensible man would have done in his circumstances, he made an alliance with Egypt; he was on the best of terms with Tyre, and although some of the country which his father for a moment subdued, revolted from him, he drove back the Arab robbers and reigned in peace over about a fourth part of Syria. He rebuilt many cities and built others, among them Tamar near Petra, which has been confused with Tadmor or Palmyra, with which Solomon had no connection whatever. He opened relations by the Red Sea with the West Coast of India, as well as with other distant countries, and he enrolled a body of cavalry. His luxury has probably been a good deal exaggerated; but there is no doubt that he must have greatly